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2015 Lake Youngs PTSA Science Fair 

Student Information Packet  

 

SOME IMPORTANT RULES 

 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

 
 The goal of the Lake Youngs Science Fair is to make learning about science fun! 

 

 Go to our website at http://www.lakeyoungsptsa.org 

 To print a copy of the Student Information Packet. This is your indispensable guide to 

everything you need to know.  The Science Fair Committee will provide printed copies by 

special request only. 

 Get even more information about the fair, link to helpful websites, contact the co-chairs. 

 

 Participation in the Science Fair is required for some classes, and highly encouraged for all 

students in all grades, K-6. 

 

 IMPORTANT RULE: Experiments ONLY accepted.  We have found that demonstrations 

accounted for only a few of our projects in the past. Also, experiments are usually much more 

interesting and support concepts students need to know in the Science MSP (Measurements of 

Student Progress). 

 

 We highly recommend attending at least one of the Student/Parent Help Sessions. These are 

informal, drop-in workshops where you can speak to Science Fair committee members and current 

or previous judges. They can help you choose an appropriate project, answer questions about an 

ongoing project, offer suggestions on how to present your data, etc.  Come with lots of questions.  

No formal presentations will be given. 

 

 IMPORTANT!  The judging criteria will be the same as last year. Please look over the criteria in 

this packet, as well as the judging form, as you plan and carry out your project.  

 

 Please Note: In the past a few excellent projects have been submitted that did not include a report.  

Due to the strength of the project, the judged score was high enough to earn a 1
st
 place despite a 

zero score for the report.  Because the report is considered the most important part of the project, 

only projects that include a report will be eligible for 1
st
 place award.  
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Important Dates 
 

 
 Tuesday Feb 10 Science Fair begins with the Science Fair assembly  

 Tuesday Feb 10 Information Night at PTSA General Meeting 

 Wednesday Feb 11 Information goes home in the Gizzly Flyer 

 Monday Feb 23 Student/Parent Help Session #1, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in library 

 Thursday Mar 5 Student/Parent Help Session #2, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in library 

 Wednesday Mar 18 Project check-in, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 Thursday Mar 19 Viewing day for students and teachers 

 Friday Mar 20 Judging Day – Judging during school 

  Open House, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

You have 6weeks to complete a project.  START EARLY! 

 

Science Fair Chair: Noreen Johnson-LaTour (253-653-7967) 
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Basic Rules 
 

 

 

To participate in the Lake Youngs PTSA Science Fair, you must  

 

 

1. Carry out an EXPERIMENT 
 

 

2. Make a scientific REPORT 
 

 

3. Create a DISPLAY BOARD 
 

 

4. Talk with a JUDGE about your project 
 

 

 

 

 

This packet will give you detailed information on how to successfully 

accomplish each of these steps. 
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1.  Do an EXPERIMENT 
 

 

An Experiment makes you think like a scientist. You ask a question and design a way to discover the 

answer. Experiments follow a process called the scientific method: 

 

 Ask a Question:  Be specific; make sure the question is something you can find an answer to. 

 

 State a Hypothesis:  A hypothesis is the probable outcome of your experiment, or your most 

educated guess or prediction of what will happen. Researching your topic ahead of time in books, 

on the Internet, or by talking to an expert on the subject may help you write a good hypothesis. 

 

If appropriate, you may select the Null Hypothesis for your project – it says that you don’t 

know what will happen, and have no way to guess.  If you choose the Null Hypothesis, the judge 

will ask you to explain why you couldn’t guess what would happen.  For instance, suppose your 

experiment was to see if plants grow better in dirt from the West side of the lake or from the East 

side.  Perhaps you know that horses are seen more often on the West side, but there are more 

leaves composting on the East side.  You really can’t determine which fertilizer would be better, 

so you probably want to choose the null hypothesis.  The Null Hypothesis for this project could be 

stated as, “Null Hypothesis:  The flowers will grow at the same rate in both samples of dirt.” 

 

If you need help with your hypothesis, or making sure the Null Hypothesis is right for you, please 

contact one of the chairpersons, or come to one of the Student/Parent Help Sessions. 

 

 Gather and list all your necessary Materials:  This is what you need to do your experiment. 

 

 Carry out the Procedure:  This is your step-by-step plan for performing your experiment. Take 

pictures to help show what you did. It is important to repeat your experiment for accuracy. 

 

A word about Variables:  Variables are the factors of your experiment that can change. You 

should identify everything that could change in your experiment, then work to keep all of them 

constant except one.  During your experiment, you will change that one variable and observe what 

the different results are. 

 

For example, a student may wish to experiment on what makes boats sail faster. Variables that 

should be kept constant include the air propulsion system, the distance the boats travel, and the 

water temperature and depth.  The variable that changes might be the shape of the sail. 

 

 Write up your Results:  Include all the data you collected as you carried out your experiment, 

including everything you measured or observed. Display your results in graphs, tables, or charts. 

 

 Summarize your results in a Conclusion.  Say what happened, what you learned, and say 

whether your hypothesis was correct or not. 

 

 List your References in your report. Don’t forget to say where you learned the information you 

used in developing your experiment. List books, magazines, web sites, people, and any other 

resources. 
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Special Note 

 
The Lake Youngs Science Fair does not accept Informational Reports, Research 

Projects or Surveys 

 
Research Projects are reports in which you look up information and present it. Typical research projects 

include the solar system, life cycle of butterflies, and volcanoes. 

 

A survey involves simply counting something or watching something change. In an experiment, YOU are 

changing or controlling some thing(s).  See “A word about Variables” on the previous page. 

 

A survey question might ask:  Are the percentage of colors the same in all M&M candy packets? 

 

An experiment question might ask: Do different colors of M&M’s melt at different temperatures? 

 

If you are concerned that your project is a report, research project, or survey, please contact the 

committee, or come to one of the Student/Parent Help Sessions.  We might be able to help you refocus 

your project as an experiment. 

 

Please note that if your project is not an experiment, you will still talk to a judge and receive a Certificate 

of Participation, but you will not receive a place medal (1
st
, 2

nd
, or 3

rd
 place) since your project cannot be 

judged as an experiment.  The judge will help you understand this so you will be able to do an experiment 

next year. 

 

Resources 
 

There are many resources available for selecting and getting help on a project.   

 

Student/Parent Help Sessions 

There will be four scheduled Student/Parent Help Sessions. These are informal, drop-in workshops where 

you can speak to Science Fair committee members and current or previous judges. They can help you 

choose an appropriate project, answer questions about an ongoing project, offer suggestions on how to 

present your data, etc.  Come with lots of questions.  No formal presentations will be given. 

 

Lake Youngs School Library 

There are many books in the library that are set aside to help students come up with ideas.  These include 

many different topics which may match your interest.  Please note that many of these books provide 

directions for demonstrations of scientific concepts instead of experiments.  If you have questions about 

how a demonstration could be modified to be an experiment, please consult with the advisors at the 

Parent/Help Sessions. 

 

Internet 

There are many sites on the internet available that provide ideas for Science Fair projects.  The Lake 

Youngs PTSA web site (http://www.lakeyoungsptsa.org/, select ‘Science Fair’ in Quick Links) will be 

updated to identify some of these sites.  As noted above, many of these sites provide demonstrations.  

Please consult with the Science Fair advisors for any questions.
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Sample Experiment Ideas 
 

 

One of the best ways to get an idea for a project is to begin thinking about things you like, then wondering 

what makes things happen in that subject.  For instance, suppose you are interested in skydiving and 

parachutes.  You may notice that skydivers use different sizes of parachutes.  Does that make you wonder 

what would happen if a big person used a small parachute?  Maybe you can test how fast a parachute 

comes down with a light weight compared to a heavy weight.  Do you think if the weight under the 

parachute is twice as heavy; the parachute will come down twice as fast?  Maybe this would be an 

interesting experiment to do. 

 

Here are some suggestions for projects – see if these ideas make you think about something you are really 

interested in. 

 

 

Younger Students (K – 3
rd

 grade) 
 What kinds of materials are magnetic? 

 Which magnet is strongest? 

 Which toy car rolls furthest? 

 Which materials dissolve in water? 

 Which paper towel absorbs the most water? 

 Will an ice cube melt faster when crushed up? 

 What does a plant need to grow? 

 What food does my pet prefer? 

 Can people identify flavors of Kool-Aid when blindfolded? 

 Which uses more water – a bath or a shower? 

 

 

Older students (4
th

 – 6
th

 grade) 
 Which material makes the best heat insulator? 

 What color of liquid absorbs the most heat? 

 String telephones – what materials work best for conducting sound? 

 How does temperature affect the amount of electricity given off by a solar cell? 

 Does the phase of the moon affect the germination of seeds? 

 What variety of apple has the highest water content? 

 Does a blindfolded person walk in a circle? 

 What kind of tail makes a kite fly best? 

 Up to bat – are wood or aluminum bats better? 
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2. Make a scientific REPORT 
 

Every scientist should record what he or she does in a report. Every step you go through, everything you 

do, and all observations you make should be written down.  Your report is the most important part of your 

science fair project; sometimes, scientists say that your report is your science fair project.  

 

Your report should be carefully prepared.  It should be neat and should not have spelling or grammatical 

mistakes (appropriate to grade level).  It should include the following items in this order:  

 

 Title Page:  Title of project, your name, teacher’s name, your grade.  The title on your report 

must be exactly the same as the title on your display board. 

 

 Table of Contents (optional, but recommended) 

 

 Question:  State the question you plan to answer with your experiment. 

 

 Hypothesis:  Enter what you think will happen. 

 

 Procedure:  A step-by-step explanation of how the experiment will be carried out. As you work 

on your project write down what you actually did, remembering that you might change your plan 

as your work progresses. Repeat your procedure several times for accuracy. 

 

 Materials:  List all the items you use. 

 

 Results:  Record what happened. Include the data you collected, drawings, photographs, graphs, 

charts, and observations 

 

 Conclusion:  Explain in your own words what really happened and why. Did the data match 

your hypothesis? Were there any variables that could not be controlled that may have affected the 

data?  What did you learn? What new questions do you have about your subject because of what 

you learned? 

 

 References:  List all the books, newspapers, people, websites, etc. that you used. 

 

Anything more than the sections above, such as handwritten notes or a daily diary, are nice 

additions but optional. 

 

Please note that projects that do not include a report will not be eligible for a 1
st
 place award per the 

judging.  A documented project per the guidelines provided above is highly encouraged. 
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3. Create a DISPLAY BOARD 
 

Your display board is like the “advertisement” for your project.  It should be simple, neat, and interesting 

to look at. Use enough pictures or drawings to make your board look attractive but not cluttered. Although 

it uses the same headings as your report, your display board only contains the most important information 

– the highlights of your report. Younger students who are still developing writing and typing skills can 

usually include everything from their report on their display board.  

 

Remember, your report is the complete document for your project and the display board is simply a visual 

aid for your discussion with the judges.  

 

Make sure the sections flow orderly from left to right and top to bottom.  For an example, see the picture 

on the next page. 

 

Your Display Board should be carefully prepared and should include the following: 

 

 Title:  Make it interesting but simple. The title on your display board must be exactly the same 

as the title on your report. 
 

 Question:  State the question you tried to answer. 

 

 Hypothesis:  Say what you thought would happen or what you thought would be the answer to 

the question. 

 

 Procedure:  What steps did you follow to carry out your experiment? 

 

 Results:  Show what you observed. You can use numbers, pictures, charts, or graphs. 

 

 Materials:  List all the items you used. You may bring some of your materials to display with 

your board if they meet the rules (listed in this packet). 

 

 Conclusion:  Explain what you learned. Explain why this information is important. What new 

questions do you have about your subject because of what you learned? 

 

 References:  List the major resources you used. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT USE a detachable header on your board! It takes up a lot of room, doesn’t stand up 

well, and falls off frequently.  
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This is a just one example of how to make a display board for your project. 
 

There are many ways that are just as good.  All you have to do is use your imagination! 
 

1. Start with a new display board.  You can buy one at most office supply or craft stores.  Boards will 

also be available at the help sessions.  We recommend using a tri-fold corrugated display board, 

size 36” x 48”.  Boards may also be constructed, but we request that they are of similar size. 

2. If you want to, you may glue on a border, or draw and color one very carefully. 

3. Put the title of your project on the top, center of your display board in big letters.  You may buy 

stick-on letters at office supply stores or art stores, or you can print the title on your computer 

printer, or you may draw it on your board very neatly.  Remember that your display board title 

must be the same as the title you put in your report. 

4. Print the words for each section of your project (Question, Hypothesis, etc.) on a separate piece of 

paper.  You may want to glue that piece of paper onto a larger piece of colored paper to make the 

words stand out better. 

5. Arrange the sections on the two sides of your display board and then glue them in place. 

6. Put a few of your very best pictures or drawings in the middle section of your display board.  You 

will use these pictures to show the judge how you did your project. 

7. When you bring your project to school, you may also bring some of your equipment.  Just be sure 

to check the Science Fair Rules to be sure you don’t bring any prohibited items. 

 

Other samples of boards will be on display in the school library throughout the weeks of the Science Fair. 
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4. Talk with a JUDGE about your project 
 

Judging has always been a very positive experience for young scientists. All you do is spend a few 

minutes talking informally to a judge about your project – you do not have to prepare a speech! 

 

In 2007 we debuted a new judging form and scoring system.  We are striving to ensure that the same 

projects that earned first place under the old system will earn first place under the new system.  The same 

goes for second place and third place.  The main reason we are changing is to help the judges provide 

much more information to our young scientists regarding what they did right and what they can improve 

on.  A sample of the judging form is available on our web site.  Copies will be available at the help 

sessions. 

 

There are four general areas on which you will be judged.  Each section is weighted as shown below, and 

all judging will be based on the age of the student: 

 

 Knowledge of Project (30%).  This section covers your knowledge of your own project.  The 

judge wants to know what you did and how you did it.  Do you understand all aspects of your 

experiment?  Can you explain how your experimental equipment was used? 

 

 Knowledge and Use of Scientific Process (30%).  This section covers your knowledge of the 

scientific process.  The judge would like to see that you understand the logical sequence of events 

that make up a science project.  First you ask a question, then guess at the answer (hypothesis).  

Next you make up a procedure to answer the question, and collect the equipment and materials 

you will need to do your experiment.  You perform the experiment, collect data, then analyze the 

data by drawing graphs, making tables, or thinking about what you observed.  Finally, you draw a 

conclusion about whether your hypothesis was correct or not – if not, what did you learn? 

 

The judge will want to see that you did your experiment more than once – this ensures that you get 

the same basic answer each time.  If the answers in one of your tests are very different from the 

rest, you probably made a mistake.  If that was your only test, you would be getting the wrong 

answer!  That’s why good scientists do their experiments more than once. 

 

 Report and Records (25%).  Your report should contain a section for each step of the scientific 

process.  It should be neat, the words should be spelled correctly, and the grammar should be 

correct.  Another person should be able to repeat your experiment by looking just at your report. 

 

You should include data from each time you did your experiment.  You should also have enough 

pictures or drawings so that another person can understand what you did.  Usually, you will have 

more pictures and drawings in your report than on your display board.  Too many pictures clutter a 

display board, but you can put as many as you like in a book! 

 

 Display (15%).  Your display is the advertising for your project.  It should be very neat and 

attractive, but easy to read.  The title must match the title in your report and be prominent and 

easy to see.  Each part of the scientific process should be represented on your display board, and 

they should flow from top to bottom and from left to right; this is another way to make sure it’s 

easy to read your display board. 

 

The judge will expect you to point out things on the display board during your interview (if you 

like, you may also refer to your report during the interview). 
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Your Interview with the Judge 
 

1. We want you to know that our judges are carefully chosen. They really like talking with kids, and they 

are knowledgeable about science. They will ask questions you will understand and try their best to 

make the judging process fun for you. 

 

2. Be at ease! Judges are human, friendly and helpful, very much like other adults you know. Your 

interview is simply an opportunity for you to tell the judge what you did and what you learned. 

 

3. Be interested! If you are really interested in your experiment and what you are saying, most likely the 

judge will be interested, too. 

 

4. Be prepared – practice! Spend the last few days before your project is due talking about it to other 

people.  When presenting your project, use your display board to help you highlight the steps of 

your project. Explain each part as simply as you can; there is no need for a formal, memorized 

presentation or lots of big words! 

 

5. Usually the judge will ask you questions you can answer, but if for some reason you can’t, be honest 

and say you are not sure (rather than “fake it”). Judges will never ask you any trick questions. Some 

questions judges frequently ask are at the bottom of this page. Think about them and practice 

answering them before your interview.  

 

6. Have fun! Interviews are both interesting and fun. By talking to a judge you will probably learn new 

things. They are usually experts in their field and they may give you some useful tips or ideas for next 

year’s science project. 

 

 

Sample Interview Questions 
 

1. Tell me about your project (you can say anything and everything you want to). 

2. Why did you choose this particular project? 

3. Tell me what happened when you did your experiment. 

4. How many times did you conduct your experiment? 

5. Did anything go wrong? What adjustments or changes did you make? 

6. How long did you work on this project? 

7. What did you learn from this project? 

8. What would you do differently if you could do this project over again? 

9. What things did you enjoy the most about your project? 

10. What was the most challenging part of your project? 

11. What part of your project are you most proud of? 
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SAMPLE JUDGING FORM 
 

Scoring:  Each item is completed well, represents the student’s best work, and clearly meets objectives. 

0 = Not Available (i.e. no report), 1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree 
 

 (All scores are mindful of grade level expectations) 
 

Knowledge of Project 

Able to explain project to the judge without referring to notes. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

Able to answer questions asked by the judge about this project. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

Clear understanding of the equipment and how it was used. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

 

Knowledge and Use of Scientific Process 

Knowledge of scientific principles demonstrated in explanation of project and 

answers to questions (clear understanding of all steps of the scientific process). 

0   1   2   3   4   5 

Hypothesis is clear and makes a logical prediction of the outcome of the 

experiment, or the Null Hypothesis is well justified. 

0   1   2   3   4   5 

Good procedure defined, and appropriate materials used for testing. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

The experiment was repeated and additional data collected. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

Data is clearly explained, accurately analyzed, and supports the conclusion. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

 

Report and Records 

Report is neat, easy to read, and contains all sections in chronological order (title 

page, question, hypothesis, procedure, materials, data, conclusion). 

0   1   2   3   4   5 

All data, observations, and measurements are clearly recorded and neatly 

organized for each time the experiment was conducted (for instance into tables, 

charts, and graphs). 

0   1   2   3   4   5 

Appropriate photographs or drawings are present in the report. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

Project can be duplicated by reading the report. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

 

Display 

Display is neat, attractive, and easy to read. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

Display serves as good advertising for this project. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

Appropriate photographs or drawings are present on the display board. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

Scientific process is evident on the display board (all sections present and in 

chronological order). 

0   1   2   3   4   5 

Good use made of display board while talking with the judge. 0   1   2   3   4   5 

 

 

The Scientific Process:  Think of a project, ask a question about it, guess the answer, and develop a 

procedure to try to answer your question, select the materials and equipment needed, do your tests, 

collect data from the tests, and analyze your data to reach a conclusion. 
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Your Project Schedule 
 

To help you break your project down into small, easy steps, you may want to write dates below on the 

lines next to each task. Then you can refer to this schedule often to make sure you will complete your 

project on time.  

 

 _______  Choose a project. Go to a Student/Parent Help Session if you need help. 

 _______  Read books or search the Internet to learn about your topic. 

 _______  Figure out a question and a hypothesis. 

 _______  Get a binder or a report folder and paper for your report.  

Remember to write down everything in your report! 

 _______  Write your procedure in your report. If your procedure changes later on, you can always 

rewrite it. 

 _______  Get a display board.  

 _______  Get materials for your experiment and for your display board. 

 _______   Build any models that you need (describe how you built them in your report). 

 _______  Do your experiment and remember to repeat it for accuracy. Keep notes in your report. You 

can take photos or draw pictures to help show what happened.  

 _______  Make graphs or tables to help explain your results, and put them in your report. Make copies 

for your display board.  

 _______  Write your results and conclusions in your report. Be sure your experiment can be duplicated 

from the information you’ve included.  

 _______  Get your photographs developed.  

 _______  Complete your display board with your title and all experimental components. 

 _______  Practice talking about your project.  Talk about each step of your project using your display 

board as your guide. This is how you will present your project to the judge. See “Your 

Interview with the Judge”  

 _______  Practice answering the “Sample Interview Questions” in this packet.  

  

 

Special Dates and Times 

 Wed Mar 18 9:00 am – 4:00 pm Check in your project at school  

  

 Fri Mar 20 During school day Project Judging 

  

 Fri Mar 20 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Come to the Open House to get your certificate and medal! 

   Take your project home at the end of the evening 
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Lake Youngs PTSA Science Fair Rules 

 

 
General Rules 

 Only experiments are allowed. Research reports, demonstrations, and surveys are not.  

 Do not use a commercially prepared kit. 

 The student must do the majority of the work. Parents may give guidance, act as an assistant to the 

student upon request, and take photos.  However, for very young students, parents may give a bit 

more guidance and some suggestions.  Please contact the committee chairs for more information. 

 Parents of primary students may take hand written dictation (or type) in the report or for the 

display board as long as the student's own words are used.  

 Students must submit both a report and a sturdy display board. 

 Each display must be portable. Headers are discouraged because they often fall off the board and 

can be lost. 

 Team projects of 2 students from the same grade are allowed. Each student must complete a 

report. Only one project board is needed.  Please note that some teachers may not allow team 

projects due to class requirements.  Please consult your teacher to verify their expectations. 

 Some materials are not allowed to be displayed at school: liquids (sealed or not), animals (living 

or not), plants, flowers, or seeds (living or not), dry ice, food/candy, chemicals, soil samples, 

flames or fire, glass containers, batteries, radioactive materials, and other materials that may be 

dangerous or messy. If you have a question regarding what is allowed, please contact one of the 

committee members listed at the front of this packet. If you use any of these items in your 

experiment, you should bring pictures or drawings instead of the actual equipment. 

 No projects will be accepted that harm animals, fish, birds, or humans. 

 Any appropriate equipment you do wish to display should be clean and neat. You may show it to 

the judge in order to help you explain your project. 

 Your materials and display board will be screened at check-in. 

 

Awards 

 Each student will receive a Certificate of Participation. 

 Each student who enters an experiment into the Science Fair will receive a 1
st
, 2

nd
, or 3

rd
 place 

award according to the judge's scoring.  Please note that if your project is not an experiment, it 

cannot be judged and you will not receive a place award.  You will receive a Certificate of 

Participation but not a place award. 

 Many projects will receive the same place award. This is because you are competing against 

yourself and not against other students. 

 Only projects that include a report will be eligible for a 1
st
 place award. 

 

 

All place awards (1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
) are final. 
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Answers to Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q: What is required to enter the Science Fair? 

A: Bring your Report and Display Board on Check-In day.  Please note that a report is required to be eligible 

for a 1
st
 place award. 

 

Q:  Has the judging changed this year? 

A: The scoring system used by the judges is the same as last year.   

 

Q: What should I expect at a Student/Parent Help Session? 
A: A Help Session is a great way for you to get ideas for projects, work through questions or problems, and 

see projects from previous years. Science Fair co-chairs, judges, and science experts are there to help. 

 

Q: How much parent involvement is expected? 

A: Every student will need some adult encouragement and guidance. Of course, the younger the student, the 

more adult help might be needed. As students reach 4
th
 – 6

th
 grades, parent help is more indirect than direct. 

Although we expect students to do as much work on their own as they can, parents can help make 

suggestions for projects, help find materials and resources, take pictures, and assist the student in general. 

Parents of primary students may take handwritten dictation (or type) in the report or for the display board 

as long as the student's own words are used.  

 

Q: Can I work with another student and turn in a team project? 

A: Yes, you may work with one other student in your grade. However, team projects tend to be harder to 

complete, mostly due to finding time to work together.  Please also note that while the PTSA Science Fair 

allows team, some teachers that are requiring a science fair project require individual projects.  Please 

consult your teacher if you have any questions about their expectations. 

 

Each partner is expected to know all about the project so both of you can talk to the judges. You must each 

complete a report of your own, but you will only need to complete one project display board. The team 

will be judged together and each of you will receive a medal with the same place award. 

 

Q: How long does it take to do a Science Fair Project? 

A: It depends upon what project you choose, how much detail you want to include, and whether you work 

with another student. Typically, if you work 2 or 3 hours per week for 2-3 weeks, you should be able to do 

a nice project. There is a schedule in this packet that you can fill out to help plan your time. 

 

Try to get your project done early so you can practice talking about it with your parents and friends. That 

will also give you time to get extra help in case something goes wrong. 

 

Q: What if I can’t be at school on the day of judging? 

A: Special arrangements can be made in the case of illness or an unplanned absence by contacting Lake 

Youngs that morning and leaving a phone number where you can be reached. If you know in advance that 

you cannot be at school on judging day, please notify the Science Fair Co-Chairs to arrange a phone-in 

interview to take place during judging day. 

 

If you cannot be reached for judging, you will be provided with comments from a Science Fair judge but no 

score will be assigned. You will receive a certificate of participation and a medal but with no place 

indicated. 

 

Q:  I’m a parent who’s really interested in helping with the Science Fair. How do I get involved? 

A: Please call one of the co-chairs – we’d love to have you work with us!  There are many different jobs and 

levels of time commitment available. 

http://www.lakeyoungsptsa.org/

